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Periodic  markets  are  familiar  features  of  the  landscape  in 
much  of  Africa,  Asia,  and  Latin  America.  They  are  sites  at  which 
buyers  and  sellers  converge  according  to  a  regular  temporal  sche- 
dule (for  example,  every  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  sev- 
enth or  eighth  day).  They  have  economic,  political,  and  social 
functions,  albeit  to  varying  degrees.  Periodic  markets  facilitate 
the  provision  of  central  place  goods  and  services  over  a  much  lar- 
ger area  then  would  be  possible  if  retail,  etc.  establishments 
were  locationally  fixed.  In  addition,  they  are  important  informa- 
tion diffusion  mechanisms.  Their  role  in  the  development  process, 
and  the  effect  of  development  nru  periodic  markets  is  not  complete- 
ly understood,  although  there  has  been  a  quickening  of  interest  in 
this  topic,  especially  amongst  geographers,  in  recent  years.  The 
bulk  of  the  research  effort  seems  to  have  been  concentrated  on 
Africa,  but  there  is  a  sizeable  literature  on  Asia  and  Latin  Amer- 
ica. 

This  bibliography  is  the  result  of  a  research  interest  in 
this  topic  over  the  last  five  years.  I  make  no  claims  of 


2.      CPL  Exchange  Bibliography  #318 
completeness ,  and  find  myself  continually  surprised  by  the  discov- 
ery of  rather  obvious  references.  There  is  an  enormous  amount  of 
material  in  the  ethnographic  and  travel  literature,  only  a  small 
part  of  which  is  recorded  here.  Useful  additional  sources  are  the 
Ethnographic  Survey  of  Africa  (International  African  Institute ;  59 
volumes  as  of  1971)  and  the  Human  Relations  Area  Files.  The  num- 
erous bibliographies  on  agriculture  and  rural  economy  (see  for  ex- 
ample entry  #131,   Edmund  ileville-Holf e .  Economic  Aspects  of 
Agriculture  in  Africa)  are  also  a  valuable  source  of  information 
on  marketing  generally.  Several  major  books  should  be  noted:  H. 
C.  Brookfield,  editor,  Pacific  Market-Places,  (#5),  Paul  Bohannan 
and  George  Dalton,  editors,  Markets  in  Africa  (#31) >   and  Claude 
1 villas scux,  editor,  The  Development  of  Indigenous  Trade  and  Mar- 
kets in  Xvest  Africa  (/106)  . 

The  bibliography  is  presented  in  four  sections:  General, 
items  1-17;  Africa,  items  18-157;  Asia,  items  158-3  55;  and  Latin 
America,  items  156-219. 

I  would  be  more  than  happy  to  hear  from  people  with  an  inter- 
est in  this  topic,  and  especially  to  learn  of  ommissions  from  the 
bibliography. 
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